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! Decapods are one of the most diverse crustacean orders, with around 17,500 extant 
species of those morphotypes that are most easily identifiable as 

1. Crustaceans, 

2. Shrimps 

3. Crayfish

4. Lobsters

5. Hermit crabs



! Decapods are primarily marine 
animals. 

! Mostly abundant in warm and 
shallow  tropical waters. 

! Some shrimps, lives in the open 
ocean 

! Approximately 10 percent of the 
decapods lives in freshwaters. 



! Most decapods are predators 
or scavengers, but some feed 
on algae, and the land crabs 
eat fruits and leaves. 
The chelipeds can be used 
for many different activities, 
depending on the species. 
Some crabs use one 
large claw crushing and the 
small one for cutting.
There are also filter feeders, 
such as the mole crabs, and 
fiddler crabs.



! The reproductive organs are found in the dorsal part of the thorax. In the male their 
is a single pair of testes, the sperm ducts open at the base of the fifth pair of legs. In 
the female the oviducts open to the exterior at the base of the third pair of legs. 

! During population the male assumes various positions astride the female and using 
the greatly modified anterior two pairs of pleopods, transfers spermatophores to 
the female gonopores or to a median seminal receptacle between the fourth or fifth 
pair of legs.

! Eggs are fertilized internally or on release from the oviduct. Eggs are attached to 
the pleopods.



1. Lobsters have blue blood. They 
can live for over 100 years.

2. Spiny lobsters are thought to be 
social animals and gather in 
groups of 12 or more. They migrate 
in long chains across the ocean 
floor, up to 50 lobsters at a time

3. Both crabs and lobsters sense the 
world through hairs on their body 
which are sensitive to touch, sound, 
smell, taste, odour and 
temperature


